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DISCLOSURE
 Veronica Ajewole is the founding Director of the Community Engagement Core of 

NIH/NIMHD-Funded, TSU Center for Biomedical and Minority Health Research, 
PI/Director of CPRIT-funded TSU Breast Cancer Screening and Prevention Center, 
PI/Director of CMS-funded TSU Aggressive Prostate Cancer Study and PI/Director 
for CDC/HHD funded Advance Health Equity program
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OBJECTIVES

 Disparity, Diversity, and Equity

 Overview of Social Determinants of Health 

 Promoting Minority Health Equity through Community Engagement 



WHAT IS HEALTH DISPARITY?

CDC defines health disparities 
as

• Preventable differences

• In the burden of disease, injury, 
violence, or opportunities to 
achieve optimal health

• Experienced by socially 
disadvantaged populations

Healthy People 2020 defines 
health disparities as

• Particular type of health 
difference

• Closely linked with social, 
economic, and/or 
environmental disadvantage

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/disparities/index.htm; accessed 08/25/2022 https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/about/foundation-health-

measures/Disparities#:~:text=Healthy%20People%202020%20defines%20a,%2C%20and%2For%20environmental%20disadvantage. Accessed 10/02/2023

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/disparities/index.htm
https://www.healthypeople.gov/2020/about/foundation-health-measures/Disparities#:~:text=Healthy%20People%202020%20defines%20a,%2C%20and%2For%20environmental%20disadvantage


SOCIAL WELL-

BEING AND 

OVERALL 

HEALTH

https://www.amnhealthcare.com/amn-insights/dei/blog/dei-awareness-covid-19-and-healthcare-disparities/ Accessed 10/02/2023

https://www.amnhealthcare.com/amn-insights/dei/blog/dei-awareness-covid-19-and-healthcare-disparities/
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CAUSES OF 

HEALTH 

DISPARITIES

AACR Cancer Disparities Progress Report 2020. Cancer Progress Report. Published February 

10, 2022. Accessed October 02, 2023. www.CancerDisparitiesProgressReport.org

Multifactorial 
Etiology

Environmental 
factors

• Air/water quality

• Transportation
• Housing

• Community safety
•Access to healthy food

Behavioral 
factors

• Tobacco use
• Diet

• Excess body weight/
physical inactivity
• Screening and 

prevention

Cultural and 
psychological 

factors

• Cultural and health 
beliefs

• Stress and mental 
health

Biological 
and genetic 

factors

Clinical 
factors

• Access to and 
quality of health 

care

Social-
economic 

factors

• Education

• Income/
employment

• Health literacy

http://www.cancerdisparitiesprogressreport.org/


WHAT IS HEALTH EQUITY?

• According to CDC: health equity is 
achieved when 

• Every person has the opportunity to attain 
his or her full health potential

• None is disadvantaged from achieving this 
potential due to social position or other 
socially determined circumstances

Cancer disparities. National Cancer Institute. Accessed August 12, 2022. www.cancer.gov/about-cancer/understanding/disparities; Health Equity. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention  www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/healthequity/index.htm. Accessed 10/02/2023

http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/healthequity/index.htm


ACHIEVING EQUITY REQUIRES A MULTILEVEL APPROACH 

Yarboff KR, et al. JCO Oncol Pract. 2020;16(7):409-413.

National 
health policy

State health 
policy

Community 
resources

Provider/ care 
team

Patient/ 
family/ 

caregivers



HOW TO ADDRESS 

HEALTH DISPARITIES 

AND PROMOTE 

HEALTH EQUITY

Community 
and 

Stakeholder  
Engagement

Awareness
, advocacy, 
and action

Clinical 
care 

Clinical 
trial 

discussion

Culturally 
competent

/ 
responsive 
approachHealth 

literacy

Policy

Workforce 
diversity

Support 
system 

(including 
FBOs and 

CBOs)

Levit LA, et al. JCO Oncol Pract. 2020;16(7):422-430; Palmer NRA, et al. J Clin Oncol. 
2014;32(36):4087-4094; Polite BN, et al. J Clin Oncol. 2017;35(26):3075-3082.



WHAT IS COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT?

https://planh.ca/take-action/healthy-society/public-involvement/page/community-engagement. Accessed 10/02/2023 

https://planh.ca/take-action/healthy-society/public-involvement/page/community-engagement


Meaningful Community and Stakeholder Engagement

Plain 
language 

Information 
sharing

Transparency Dialogue
Attitude and 

behavior
Active 

listening
Relationship 

building

https://scdhec.gov/environment/community-engagement Accessed 10/02/2023

WHAT COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT ENTAILS?

https://scdhec.gov/environment/community-engagement


PROMOTING 

MINORITY HEALTH 

EQUITY THROUGH 

COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT 

OVERVIEW 

OF GRANT 

FUNDED 

PROGRAMS



Center for 

Biomedical and 

Minority Health 

Research (CBMHR)

Texas Southern University RCMI U54 Grant, 
$8.6M, FY2020 to 2025

PIs/PD: Drs. Omonike Olaleye, Huan Xie, 
and Dong Liang



TSU Breast Cancer 

Screening and 

Prevention Center

Cancer Prevention & Research Institute of 
Texas Grant: $1.0 M, FY2021 to 2024

PI/PD: Dr Veronica Ajewole



Advance Health 

Equity Program

CDC/Houston Health Department Grant, 
$0.5M, FY2022 to 2024

PI/PD: Dr Veronica Ajewole



P20 Partnership 

Collaborative Union 

for Cancer Research, 

Education, and 

Disparities (CURED)

NIH/NCI Center to Reduce Cancer Health 
Disparities Grant, $1.1M, FY2023 to 2027

Only grant funded in the US this cycle
PI/PD: Dr Veronica Ajewole



Gulf Coast Collaborative Center for 

Maternal Health Research, 

Education, Advanced Training, 

Community Engagement, Health 

Equity and Justice at Texas Southern 

University (MH-REACHTSU)

Health Resources and Services Administration 

Grant, $2.4M, FY2023 to 2028

PI/PD: Dr Omonike Olaleye





10.20.2023: 11-3pm

TSU CAMPUS SAWYER 

PLAZA AND TIGER WALK

Breast cancer education, 

no-cost mammogram and 

other health services

SCAN QR CODE TO 

STAY CONNECTED 

ABOUT ALL 

PROGRAMS 



Transformative, Innovative, and Sustainable Impact in        

Health Equity Advancement

Grants and 
Research

Diversity in 
workforce 

development

Community 
Engagement

Access to 
Healthcare

Advance 
Health Equity

Training and 
Education

Donation and 
sponsorship

Stakeholder 
Involvement

Strategic 
Collaboration



QUESTIONS



THANK YOU


